
WHAT IS A CITIZEN?
SS.7.C.2.1 – August 14-18, 2017



TELL US WHAT YOU THINK! – PARTNER STYLE

What does it 
mean to be a 

member of 
something? 

How does it 
feel to be a 
member of 
something?

Brainstorm with your shoulder partner, write your ideas on your sticky note, put it on the board 



WHAT DO THESE IMAGES REPRESENT?
WHAT DOES THE IMAGE REPRESENT? HOW DO YOU KNOW? WHAT DOES THIS IMAGE 

HAVE TO DO WITH U.S. CITIZENSHIP?



THE 14TH AMENDMENT 

All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and 
subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the 
United States and of the State wherein they reside. No 
State shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge 
the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United 
States; nor shall any State deprive any person of life, 
liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor deny 
to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of 
the laws.



THE 14TH AMENDMENT – LET’S BREAK IT DOWN 

All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and 
subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the 
United States and of the State wherein they reside. No 
State shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge 
the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United 
States; nor shall any State deprive any person of life, 
liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor deny 
to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of 
the laws.

Underline words that you do not understand. What words help you figure out the 
definition of a citizen?



CITIZENSHIP JUST THE FACTS
Wednesday 8/16/2017



THE 14TH AMENDMENT – KIDS LAW 

 The 14th Amendment is a very important amendment that defines what it 
means to be a U.S. citizen and protects certain rights of the people. The 
Citizenship Clause gives individuals born in the United States – but especially 
at that time, African Americans – the right to citizenship.  Before the 14th

amendment, African Americans could not become citizens, and this limited 
the rights of those who were able to escape slavery and become free. This 
clause allows all people born in the United States to be U.S. citizens. Once 
you have American citizenship, it cannot be taken from you by Congress or 
other authorities, unless you lie to the government during the process to get 
U.S. citizenship. Otherwise, everyone who becomes an American citizen 
stays an American citizen, unless they give it up themselves.



DEFINITION OF CITIZEN

Use the words or phrases you highlighted from 
both passages and write a definition of CITIZEN
in your own words and in complete sentences 
on your activity sheet. (Page 2)

Who wants to share the definition of citizen that they 
came up with?



CITIZENSHIP – JUST THE FACTS 

 With your shoulder partner 
read “Citizenship – Just the 
Facts”

 Using the reading complete 
the sections of the 
“Citizenship – Just the Facts” 
chart that you can
 Make sure to follow the 

directions 

 Be ready to discuss your 
answers  



CITIZEN V. RESIDENT – WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE?

Citizen

 Using the definition we came up with 
earlier in the lesson a citizen is…. 

 A citizen is someone who has 
citizenship, a legal member of a 
state and/or country. In the U.S. 
a person is a citizen if they have 
been born in the U.S. or have 
gone through the naturalization 
process.

Resident

 So then what is a “resident”

 A resident is a foreign person who 
legally lives here of the country in 
which he or she resides, but does not 
have citizenship. To fall under this 
classification in the United States, a 
person needs to either have a current 
green card or have had one in the 
previous calendar year

 Write this somewhere in your notes!



HOMEWORK – COMPLETE THE REVIEW SHEET 
FOR “CITIZENSHIP – JUST THE FACTS”

Due: Thursday (Tomorrow) when you get to class 



NATURALIZATION

Thursday – 8/17/2017



QUICK WRITE – CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING #1

 Answer the following prompt in complete sentences. Check your 
spelling, grammar, and answer for accuracy before I collect them. 

“Explain the 3 different ways to become a US Citizen. 
Use as much detail as you can.”
A simple list will not earn you any points!



NATURALIZATION – WHAT IS THAT?

Think about and answer the following questions with 
your shoulder partner and be ready to discuss!
 How would you describe the process of becoming a 

naturalized citizen? 

 What do you think it means that people choose to go 
through this process? 

 What do you think is the impact of the naturalization 
process?



NATURALIZATION – CHART ANALYSIS 

 What information is being 
presented in this table? 
How do you know? 

 How would you summarize 
what you are seeing? 

 Where do naturalized 
citizens live? 

 What do you notice about 
Florida? 

 How might states be 
impacted by naturalized 
citizens?



THE NATURALIZATION PROCESS
Friday – 8/18/2017



VIDEO VIEWING GUIDE 

 The video you are about to see is from 2012 and features former President 
Obama giving a naturalization speech to American military members 

 As you watch the video, take notes on your video guide 



VIDEO DISCUSSION – NATURALIZATION 



CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING - #2

 Answer the following prompt in complete sentences. Check your 
spelling, grammar, and answer for accuracy before I collect them. 

The naturalization process has created millions of 
new American citizens over many decades of this 
country’s history. What is the impact of the 
naturalization process on the U.S.?

TURN IN COMPLETED PACKET BEFORE YOU LEAVE!


