
A. Declaration  of  Independence 

B. Articles of  Confederation 

C. Constitution

D. English Bill of  Rights



THE WORLDS MOST FAMOUS BREAK UP LETTER

IT’S NOT US, IT’S YOU!



HISTORY

What led to the Declaration of  Independence?











HISTORY

❖ The British Bill of  Rights (1689)

• Ensured no taxation without representation to British citizens

• Established that there would be no standing armies during times of  

peace

• Applied to all British citizens but greatly ignored to colonists 80 years 

later…

Legislation Without Representation



HISTORY

❖ The French and Indian War (1754-1763)

• Land disputes between France and Britain which led to a global war, 

but largely fought on the North American continent

• The British won but were left with massive debts to pay off  and a 

considerable standing army still in the colonies after the war had 

ended

• To handle the massive expenses, Parliament began passing money 

generating legislation

Legislation Without Representation



HISTORY

❖ The Sugar Act (1764)

• A tax on sugar imported from the West Indies to the colonists in 

North America

❖ The Currency Act (1764)

• Restriction of  the usage of  paper money and bills of  credit in the 

North American colonies

• Many believed that the colonial currency had devalued the British 

currency

Legislation Without Representation



HISTORY

❖ The Stamp Act (1765)

• Colonists were required to purchase stamps to transfer several types 

of  documents

❖ The Quartering Act (1765)

• The French and Indian War left a large amounts of  British troops 

stationed in the American colonies

• Colonists were required to offer quarter to these troops if  requested 

even though it was peacetime

Legislation Without Representation



HISTORY

❖ The Tea Act (1773)

• Enacted by Parliament to save the British East India Company from 

going out of  business

• Expanded the company’s monopoly from strictly selling to London 

to also selling to the colonies

• Colonists opposed it for being another infringement against a free life 

by the British government

Legislation Without Representation



HISTORY

❖ The Boston Tea Party (1773)

• Some American ports turned away British tea ships

• The Governor of  Boston decided to keep the ships docked until the 

citizens took the tea

• The citizens responded in protest

• The Sons of  Liberty spearheaded the Boston Tea Party and 

destroyed all the tea docked in Boston at the time

Legislation Without Representation



❖Thomas Hutchinson

• Great Grandson of  Anne Hutchinson

• Governor of  Boston that decided to 

keep tea ships ported even though the 

colonists refused to take the tea

• Essentially spurred the Boston Tea 

Party and could even be partially 

attributed to the eventual revolution

INTERESTING FACT!



THE DECLARATION OF 

INDEPENDENCE

A time of  revolution



SCAVENGER HUNT- DOI STYLE 

❖ In your groups you will work to complete the 

DOI scavenger hunt

❖All the answers can be found in the DOI (pg. 109 

-112) 

❖This is a competition 

• First team with all CORRECT answers will get a 

prize

❖READY… GO!!



Which colonial concern led to the writing of  the Declaration of  Independence? 

A. The king failed to tax the colonists. 

B. The king required the colonists to elect a monarch. 

C. The king denied the colonists the right to petition

D. The king denied the colonists representation in government.

Why was the French and Indian War a critical event in the relationship 

between American colonists and Great Britain?

A. The war caused Britain to grant more powers to colonial legislatures 

B. The war prevented colonies from trading with Britain 

C. The war led Britain to increase taxes on the colonies 

D. The war resulted in a restriction on immigration in the colonies



WE ARE NEVER GETTING BACK 

TOGETHER!
(LIKE EVER)

It’s officially time to break up!





Use the timeline to answer the question 

British Action 

Colonial Response 

Which event correctly completes the timeline?

A. Articles of  Confederation 

B. Bill of  Rights 

C. Constitution

D. Declaration of  Independence 

1770 1773 1774 1775 1776

Boston 

Massacre
Tea Act

Intolerable 

Acts

British troops sent 

to Lexington & 

Concord

Boston Tea 

Party

First Continental 

Congress
?











Complete the Q1 Benchmark sheet that is on 

your desk! 

Answers can be written on a scrap sheet of  

paper 

You DO NOT need to write the question down 

(most of  these are old bell work questions)



T H E  D E C L A R A T I O N  O F  I N D E P E N D E N C E

❖John Locke

• An English visionary of  the 17th century that popularized the belief  of  “natural 

rights”

• He was an influential figure in England during his time while the British 

government was experiencing it’s own internal problems

• Held strong opinions against the actions of  the English government of  his time

The Preamble and the Fight for 

Natural Rights



❖John Locke

• “Life, liberty and the pursuit of  happiness,” included in the preamble of  

the declaration, came from Locke’s “A Letter Concerning Toleration”

• His “Second Treatise of  Government” set the framework for the 

Declaration of  Independence as it came to be known

The Preamble and the Fight for 

Natural Rights

T H E  D E C L A R A T I O N  O F  I N D E P E N D E N C E



❖The Declaration itself  largely came as a replication of  Thomas Jefferson’s earlier 

Constitution of  Virginia

❖Many, if  not all, grievances as well as the preamble were taken directly from the Virginian 

Constitution

❖Many of  those grievances can be attributed to the British Bill of  Rights from 1689

The Origins of  the 

Basic Framework

T H E  D E C L A R A T I O N  O F  I N D E P E N D E N C E



❖Declaration of  Independence

• He has kept among us, in times of  peace, Standing Armies without the Consent of  

our legislatures.”

❖British Bill of  Rights (1689)

• “That the raising or keeping a standing army within the kingdom in time of  peace, 

unless it be with consent of  Parliament, is against law”

Grievances



❖Declaration of  Independence

• “For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent:”

❖British Bill of  Rights (1689)

• “That levying money for or to the use of  the Crown by pretence of  prerogative, 

without grant of  Parliament, for longer time, or in other manner than the same is 

or shall be granted, is illegal;”

Grievances



❖Declaration of  Independence

• “For quartering large bodies of  armed troops among us”

❖The Quartering Act (1765)

• The quartering of  British troops even during times of  peace

Grievances



❖Declaration of  Independence

• “A Prince, whose character is thus marked by every act which may define a 

Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of  a free people.”

❖The first major introduction of  being a “free people” in American society on a 

major public document

❖The utter rejecting of  the Crown and eventual embracing of  a representative 

government

Grievances



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uZfRaWAtBVg

MOVIE? I think so…


